Learning about Living
| Book Three




Introduction

Learning about Livings a book of Environmentak&lies dealing with the chilg’life in all
its aspectdAs its name implies, Environmental@ies sets out to deal with every aspect of the
child in its environment, and eventually in the environment of the whole world. The approach
Learning about Livingnay be summarized as follows:

a) In the early books it draws only on the clsldivn experience.

b) It tries to help the child to collect information—about himself, his friends and his
neighbourhood—and to present this information in an orderly way

c) It gives the child an opportunity to learn and to practise some important and useful skill
drawing, copying, observing and recording, collecting, measuring and mapping.

d) It seeks to increase the chddensitivity to the beauty and wonders of the world around
him, before satisfying his natural curiosity about the great world which lies outside his immedia
experience.

e) It tries to promote activity in a variety of ways: every page requires the child to do somethir
either in the classroom or outside it. This activity may be writing or drawing in the textbook, ¢
it may be carrying out a project outside the classroom, in the playground or at home.

f) It attempts to make the acquisition of information and the practice of skills an enjoyabls
co-operative and non-competitive venture on the part of the child, his friends and the teacht

g)As the series is likely to be used both in urban and rural schools, it tries to tell the city chi
something about village problems, and the village child something about urban problems.

h) It tries to produce in the child who uses it a questioning attitude with regard to everythir
about his surroundings. The emphasis is not on giving information, but on getting the child
find out for himself, and when he has done this, to analyse the results of his discoveries an
put them to some practical use.

i) The course does not lend itself to testing or to competitive work in anyGvayp work
and peer-teaching are likely to produce better results than the examination and marks appro

]) It makes no provision for learning by heart.

David Horsburgh



The Heavens

What -can you see if you look up in the sky ? Make a list of
the things you can see. Divide the list into two sections :
things you can see during the day and things you can see
during the night.

How many stars can you see at night ?
There are millions : you cannot count them.
Some of the bright stars form groups. These groups have

names ; here are two :

The Plough | Gemini

- See if you can see them in the sky tonight.

Does the moon shine every night ? When it shines, is it always
the same shape? Try to look at the moon every night and
make a moon chart, like this :

to end of
month




Distances
Do you remember what you read in Book 2 ?

Fill in the blanks below. Use your ruler and string to

measure with.

The class roomis...... metres wide.
The class room is ... ... metres long.
The playground is .. ... metres fong and ... .. metres wide.

Remember ! One kilometre is a thousand metres.

Now make a measuring wheel, like this :

bamboo _/ ' wood or cardboard
this width is 63 2/3 cm
a short nail which

[ " bits the bamboo as the

wheel turns

a nail
through the centre

Put it on the ground, hold the bamboo, and wheel it along.
Each time the nail hits the bamboo you will have gone two
metres,

Now measure the following with your wheel :

All the way home : round the playground : across the play-
ground from corner to corner.

Check your answers with a friend : write them in your book.



Scales

How tall is a cat when it sits down ?

About 50 cm . Here are three pictures :

SCALF 4cm =50 c¢m 3cm =j50cm  g2cm = 50 cm

We write scales like this

A 4: 50 B 3: 50 C 2: 50

When we draw a map we must draw it to scale. We can make
the scale whatever we like. We can let 1 cm on the map be
1 km, or 5 km , or 100 km .

A dog is 100 cm high if he sits down.
Draw three dogs to the following scales :

Dog A 6cm =100em [6:100]
Dog B 3cm =raoem [3:100]

Dog G 1= 1o0'cm [ 1: 100 ]
; |



Scales

This map is drawn to scale. 5 centimetres on the map stands
tor 1 kilometre, To find distances measure the number of
centimetres : every 5 cm  means one km.

Fill in the following -

The temple is. ... km from the banyan tree.

The banyan tree is . ... km from village A.

The banyan tree is ..., km from village B,

Village B is .. .. km from village A.

The bridge is .. .. km from the temple.

The village with five houses is .... km from the smallest
village on the map.

Draw the map in your exercise books, Write 5 more questions
of your own.

Make the scaletocm = 1 km.
: 8



The Sunrise
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One day Sandra woke up very early. She ran to Usha’s house
and woke up Usha and her big brother. It was stili dark
as they walked along the road. In about ten minutes they
came to Jagdish lake. Behind the lake there was a low
hill, covered with trees.

They watched the sun rise over the lake. The colours of the
sky were reflected in the water of the lake. They could
hear nothing but the sound of the birds. |

Have you ever watched the sunrise ? Or the sunset? Write
a list of the most beautiful things you have ever seen.
List them in your exercise books. Use these headings :

1. Growing things 3. Moving things
2, Sounds 6. Smells
3. Tastes 7. Things to touch
4. Things which are old
. trees wind in leaves mountain peaks clouds
Help :
flowers  rain  berries  running water  the sea
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India

Look at the map on page 10 opposite. Look at the scale,
On this map 11 millimetres : 200 kilometres. Usc your ruler,
. and fll in the blanks below :

Madras is......... km from Calcutta by plane.
Madras is........, km from Bombay by sea.
Delhiis............ km from Colombo by plane, -
Hyderabad is......... km from Delhi by plane.
Calcutta is............ km from Bombay by sea.
‘Delhiis............... km from Calcutta by plane.

How would you go from Delhi to Colombo without using
a plane ? Can you go from Delhi to Calcutta by boat? How
long would a train take from Madras to Delhi if it travelled
200 km in 5 hours? How long would it take to go from
Calcutta to Madras by boat, if the boat went 16 km in
one hour? If a car goes at 60 km an hour, how long will
it take to go from Bombay to Calcutta, passing through Delhi ? .

Make up more questions like this about the map and get your
friends to answer them.
11
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Can you telt the tme ?
What do these clocks say ?

Get your teacher to help you fill in the .fullbwing :

Thereare .. .. oo v hours in the day.
The sun rises 2t .« o0 v v v - o’clock.

The sunsetsatv........ o’clock.
Thereare . ........ minutes in an hour.

How do we tell the time ? By clocks or watches.

Here are some ways of telling the time used in olden days.

You need two pieces of wood.

L
RN | NS——

make it from
this pattern.
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